
Quick Guide to PsycInfo 

The PsycInfo database is available through the CSA Illumina interface at UCB, along with PsycArticles and 
Psychology: Sage Full-Text. These three databases provide an index to scholarly journal articles, books, dissertations 
and other documents in the field of psychology.   
 
Coverage 
PsycInfo, produced by APA (American Psychological Association), indexes over 8 million cited references in over 
185,000 journals (including both peer-reviewed and non-peer-reviewed), books and chapters. Dates of coverage include 
1806 to the present, with approximately 60,000 new records added yearly. Over 2,167,174 records had been added as of 
October 2005. 
 
Where to Start 
The CSA Illumina link to PsycInfo on the Education Psychology Library website (www.lib.berkeley.edu/EDP) connects 
to the interface that includes PsycInfo, PsycArticles and Psychology: Sage Full-Text.  From the UC Berkeley Library 
website (www.lib.berkeley.edu) click on Electronic Resources, then on Subjects A-Z, choose Psychology, then click on 
PsycInfo or the CSA Illumina link to all CSA social science databases. For more information about any of the databases, 
click the “?” beside its name.   
 

 
 
Primary search fields include title, author, source (i.e., publication title), authors’ affiliation, descriptors (i.e., APA’s 
subject headings), abstract, references, tests and measurements, among others. Click the drop-down arrow in the field 
box for a complete list. The initial screen defaults to Keywords (searches the Abstract field), Title, and Anywhere 
(searches all fields).  The Tests and Measurements field can be used to find citations to literature that refer to a specific 
psychological test or scale. 
 
Begin the Search by entering your terms, i.e., subject, keywords, title, author, publication name, name of test or scale in 
the search boxes.  Be sure to click the drop-down arrow to identify which field you want the search engine to search to 
find your term.  Note that more rows can be added for additional search terms by clicking the “Add Row” link.  Also, 
choose a Boolean connector, i.e., and, or, not, to connect each row of terms. 
 
APA Thesaurus  
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For help finding additional terms and descriptors, consult the APA Thesaurus.  Print editions of the Thesaurus are found 
in the library reference areas, call number BF43.T45.  An online version of the Thesaurus can be found by clicking on 
the “Search Tools” tab on the opening CSA screen.  Click on Thesaurus, select the PsycInfo Thesaurus, and enter your 
search term.  The Thesaurus will display the term along with broader, narrower and/or related terms if you click the 
“Hierarchy” button. 

http://www.lib.berkeley.edu/EDP
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Display Results 

• Search results display in “Most Recent First” order.  You can also sort by Relevance.   
• Select sub-tabs to limit your results to peer-reviewed journals, books, or click “More”for other categories.   
• Note the display of descriptors to the right of the citation.  Click on the links for more articles indexed with a 

particular descriptor.  Note you will not get a subset of the original results, but an entirely new set of results.  
• To see the full abstract of an article, click “View Record”.   
• Beginning in 2001, PsycInfo began to add reference lists to the View Record page.  Many references are 

hotlinked to abstracts, online full-text, and to records of publications that cite them. 
 

 
 
Find Full-Text at UC Berkeley 
To find the full-text of an article, click on the  button.  This link will direct you to the online full-text 
article if it is available.  If no online version is available, click on 

 
MELVYL will take you to the UC all-campuses catalog.  Look at the Library field to see if UCB is listed as having this 

title.  If not, you may need to send an Interlibrary Loan Request.   
 
Save, Print, Email, or Create a Bibliography 
After clicking on the boxes next to the record numbers of the citations you want to select, click on                                

  at the top of the results screen.   Be sure the records selected are indicated, then select the format 
desired. Scroll down the screen to select “Email”, “Save” (to disk) or “Print Preview”.  To create a quick bibliography, 
select the “Create” button after checking to see that APA Style is chosen.   
 
Refworks 
CSA seamlessly links to Refworks, a citation software program available via all UCB terminals and via off-campus 

proxy access.  Click on the  button on the bottom of the Save, Print, Email page or click on  
 directly from the search results page to export a list of selected citations to your own Refworks database.  

Refworks allows you to quickly format citations in APA style both in a bibliography and within a manuscript. 
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